Extrapyramidal syndromes associated with selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors: a case-control study using spontaneous reports.
The aim of this study was to assess whether use of selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) is associated with extrapyramidal syndromes (EPS). We analysed the spontaneous reports of adverse drug reactions (ADRs) collected by The Netherlands Pharmacovigilance Foundation Lareb in the period 1985-99 (n = 24,263). The study population comprised all patients using an antidepressant drug at the time the ADR occurred. We calculated ADR-reporting odds ratios (ADR-OR) to estimate the association between SSRI-use and EPS, relative to other antidepressants. We identified 61 patients with EPS. SSRI-use was associated with spontaneous reporting of EPS compared to other antidepressants (adjusted ADR-OR 2.2; 95% confidence interval 1.2-3.9). This risk estimate appeared to be higher in patients concurrently using antipsychotic medication (6.9, 0.7-68.0), although the confidence interval was very wide. In conclusion, SSRI-use seems only to be moderately associated with EPS compared to other antidepressants. However, those concurrently using antipsychotic drugs or presenting with other risk factors may be more susceptible and should be closely monitored.